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The Guide: Overview

The Youth Suicide Prevention School-Based Guide is designed to 
provide accurate, user-friendly information. First, checklists can be 
completed to help evaluate the adequacy of the schools’ suicide 
prevention programs. Second, information is offered in a series of issue 
briefs corresponding to a specific checklist. Each brief offers a rationale 
for the importance of the specific topic together with a brief overview of 
the key points. The briefs also offer specific strategies that have proven to 
work in reducing the incidence of suicide, with references that schools 
may then explore in greater detail. A resource section with helpful links is 
also included. The Guide will help to provide information to schools to 
assist them in the development of a framework to work in partnership with 
community resources and families.  

The issue briefs and resource/links section, their content and 
recommendations will continually evolve as new research is conducted, 
the best available evidence is evaluated, and prevention programs are 
utilized and tested.

The Guide

• Identifies and defines the elements of a comprehensive, school-
based suicide prevention program.

• Examines the scientific literature to determine which of these 
elements have been proven to work in reducing the incidence of 
suicide.

• Contains checklists and self-assessment instruments that may be 
completed by schools to evaluate the adequacy of their suicide 
prevention programs.

Suggested Citation: Doan, J., Roggenbaum, S., & Lazear, K. (2003). Youth suicide prevention 
school-based guide—Issue brief 2: School Climate. Tampa, FL: Department of Child and Family 
Studies, Division of State and Local Support, Louis de la Parte Florida Mental Health Institute, 
University of South Florida. (FMHI Series Publication #218-2)

This publication is also available on-line as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file:
http://www.fmhi.usf.edu/institute/pubs/bysubject.html  or
http://cfs.fmhi.usf.edu/cfsinfo/hotpubs.cfm
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Checklist 1

The Youth Suicide Prevention School-Based Guide is designed to 
provide accurate, user-friendly information. First, checklists can be 
completed to help evaluate the adequacy of the schools’ suicide 
prevention programs. Second, information is offered in a series of issue 
briefs corresponding to a specific checklist. Each brief offers a rationale 
for the importance of the specific topic together with a brief overview of 
the key points. The briefs also offer specific strategies that have proven to 
work in reducing the incidence of suicide, with references that schools 
may then explore in greater detail. A resource section with helpful links is 
also included. The Guide will help to provide information to schools to 
assist them in the development of a framework to work in partnership with 
community resources and families.  

The issue briefs and resource/links section, their content and 
recommendations will continually evolve as new research is conducted, 
the best available evidence is evaluated, and prevention programs are 
utilized and tested.

   Yes No

 M M Does your school currently have a suicide prevention program? 

 M M Does your school provide training sessions to all staff, including 
coaches, bus drivers and cafeteria workers about adolescent suicide 
warning signs and risk factors, and what to do if approached by a 
student who may be at-risk for suicide?

 M M If your school does provide training sessions, is there a designated 
trained individual or individuals who provide these training sessions 
and is there a targeted audience?

 M M Are there currently written procedures in place that help guide 
faculty, staff, and students about how to respond to a suicidal threat 
or crisis?

 — next page

Suggested Citation: Doan, J., Roggenbaum, S., & Lazear, K. (2003). Youth suicide prevention 
school-based guide—Checklist 1: Information dissemination in schools. Tampa, FL: Department 
of Child and Family Studies, Division of State and Local Support, Louis de la Parte Florida 
Mental Health Institute, University of South Florida. (FMHI Series Publication #219-1)

This publication is also available on-line as an Adobe Acrobat PDF file:
http://www.fmhi.usf.edu/institute/pubs/bysubject.html  or

http://cfs.fmhi.usf.edu/cfsinfo/hotpubs.cfm
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